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What is the difference between a Sainsbury’s car 

park and a Tesco car park?  I’ll tell you later. 

This month I would like to talk about balance.  

Whilst riding along normally, we take balancing a 

200+kg machine for granted.  Why, because it ’s 

completely effortless.  It is so stable that we even 

forget that it’s balancing on two tyres with round-

ed profiles.   But slow the whole thing down to 

5mph or less and it doesn’t take long for the less 

confident to start wobbling, drag their feet or de-

cide to chicken out and come to a complete halt.   

 

This is most evident when riders stop at Give Way 

signs instead of trickling up at 1-2mph, checking all 

is clear and if yes, then safely pulling out without 

putting their feet down.  Such is the concern at the 

lack of slow speed riding skills and the effect on 

claims, that the IAM Insurance Company, Surety, 

insisted that to get a F1RST you must get a 1 in 

your slow riding when taking your IAM Skills for 

Life test. (To get a F1RST you are aiming for a 1 in 

all the criteria, but you are allowed two 2’s, but 

not in slow riding)  To compound the problem the 

less confident you are, the less you practice and 

you never get any better.  But balancing, like eve-

rything else we do is a skill that we must practice 

to get better.  I recently had an associate who was 

adamant that neither he, nor the Metropolitan 

Police, could ride a BMW 1200 RT at less than 5 

mph.  Yet after weeks and weeks of focused  

practice (together with a few hints and tips) he  

excelled at his test and gained a 1 in slow riding,  

by dribbling his machine along at 1-2 mph whilst  

carrying out a figure of eight.   
 

So in an effort to break this downward spiral I am 

setting a challenge to every single WSAM member.  

I would like you all to visit a carpark and ride 

through two parking spaces that are back to back.  

Place a stopwatch where you can see it and start 

the timer.  Then line your front wheel with the end 

of one of the parking spaces and when the timer 

hits 1 minute start slow riding through that space 

and into the next without putting your feet down 

or letting your wheels touch the white side lines.   



As soon as your front wheel leaves the second 
space, look at the stopwatch.  Deduct 1 minute and 
you have your slow riding time.   12 seconds or 
more is a Bronze Slow Rider, 17 seconds or more is 
a Sliver Slow Rider and 22 seconds or more is a 
Gold Slow Rider.  Everyone who gets a ‘Gold’ time 
will be invited to slow riding showdown to discover 
who is the slowest rider in WSAM! 
 
So what’s the difference between Tesco and Sains-
bury’s….. one of them had parking spaces about 
30cm longer than the other, but I’m not telling you 
which.  Once you’ve got a time, let me know and 
I’ll keep a running total of the top 10 in the news-
letter so you can see how you are doing compared 
to others.   
 
As with everything, please remember that you are  
entirely responsible for the safety of you and your 
bike, and neither WSAM or the IAM shall be liable 
if you should damage your bike or cause injury or  
damage to either yourself or any 3rd party . 

 

Machine Control and Why Practice 
and Ride Assessments Matter: 

  
At the iAM RoadSmart Annual Conference, Surety/
Cornmarket Insurance fed back to the Groups the 
findings from their risk survey of iAM members in-
sured under the policies they provide to 45,000 of 
the 92,000 members. The information below re-
lates only to the bike policy holders from the 
18,854 bike members. 
  
Some key statistics, that should give you some food 
for thought are: 
  
1. 77% of rider claims are defined as the members 
fault. 
2. Claims double in number more than 5 years 
after the iAM test. 
3. Age is not a risk factor on bikes, like it is in cars. 
4. The four most common reasons for claim are as 
follows: 

 Fourth is: Pulling out in front of a third party 

 Third is: Hit a third party in the rear 

 Second is: Theft, and 

 The most common claim is: Member Lost  
        Control (includes dropping the bike and  
        falling off on slippery surfaces). 

 Member Lost Control represents 60% of all 
claims, therefore more than all others combined. 
  
We think the two statistics that: accidents double 5 
years after tests and the most common issue is a 
loss of control (mostly at lower speeds), really un-
derlines the need for refresher assessment reviews 
and slow riding training and practice. That’s why 
WSAM is starting to put some time and resources 
in to these areas for all members and observers. 
 
The next risk analysis they plan to undertake is 
looking at the risk differences (or similarities) for 
Observers and Masters. 
 

Have West Sussex County Council’s 
Better Roads Programme has deliv-
ered better than expected results? 

 

The following article was recently printed in a 
WSCC publication. 
 
Dramatic improvements have been made to the 
surfaces of rural and residential roads across the 
county.  Latest statistics this month show only 13% 
of rural and residential roads are now in need of 
repair, compared to 23% back in 2013.  The success 
had a knock-on effect on busier roads in the county 
as well. Today, only 3% of A roads and 3% of B and 
C roads need maintenance, compared to 7% and 
10% respectively in 2014.  
These results will be published by the Department 
of Transport in March 2017  



The Better Roads programme, which ran from 2014 
to 2016, was the largest investment made to the 
road network for years.  £30m was taken from 
council reserves to be spent on improving rural and 
residential roads – which make up over half of 
roads in West Sussex. 
 

Extreme cold and wet weather in previous years 
had accelerated the deterioration of the road sur-
faces. Under the Better Roads Programme, roads 
that suffered the greatest deterioration were prior-
itised first. Now the road network is in a healthier 
condition, it is anticipated the County Council will 
save £1.2 million in maintenance costs every year. 
Residents living on streets resurfaced during the 
Better Roads Programme were given postcards to 
fill in. They were asked to assess the quality of 
work. Eight out of 10 responded to say the scheme 
had improved their road. 
 

Well I don’t know about you, but personally I don’t 
feel that this is true.  Are the roads really getting 
better or are drivers and riders just getting used to 
the bad quality of West Sussex roads?   See below 
to make a real difference to YOUR roads. (Ed) 
 

Quick and easy way to report road 
problems. 
 

You can make a  report using our quick and easy 
online reporting tool at www.westsussex.gov.uk/
roadpavementproblem.  Once you have submitted 
your report, it’s automatically logged into our High-
ways systems. If you want to be kept updated with 
progress, you simply enter your e-mail address 
when you make your report. 
 

You can find lots of information on our website 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel such as 
when the grass in your area is going to be cut and 
details about where and when road works will be 
taking place in West Sussex. 
 

For emergencies such as dangerous potholes, fall-
en trees that are blocking a road or pavements, 
drain & inspection covers that are missing or any 
other obstruction or spillage please call WSCC on 
01243 642105 
  
  

Federation of European Motorcyclists 

Associations report into Motorcycle 

Safety and Accidents in Europe  

In August 2016 the Federation of European 
Motorcyclists published their report into Safety and 
Accidents in Europe. This is a very comprehensive 
report which covers subjects like the country with 
the highest incidence of accidents, the 13 most 
common accidents and the likelihood of injury to 
the rider and interestingly the 10 most useful for 
motorcycle technologies as well as the 10 most 
dangerous for motorcycle technologies.  If you 
would like to see the whole report, follow this link. 
http://www.svmc.se/smc_filer/SMC%20centralt/Trafik%
20och%20politik%202016/rapporter%20och%20skrifter/
motorcycle_safety_and_accidents_europe_hdb_050816.pdf 

Electric Motorcycles get a boost with 
a Government Grant 

The Motorcycle Industry Association has  
announced there will be a government subsidy if 
you choose to purchase a new electric motorcycle 
or scooter, a privilege that has so far only been 
available for four-wheeled vehicles. 

In a bid to increase the affordability of zero  
emissions vehicles, details state the price of new 
road-registered vehicles will be reduced by £1500 
or 20% (whichever is smallest at the point of sale) 
and will apply to motorcycles or scooters that meet 
certain quality criteria. 



The motorcycles will need to weigh at least 50kg, 
without the batteries fitted, omitting electric 
pushbikes from the offer. They must also emit 0 
grams of CO₂ per kilometre and reach a speed of at 
least 40kph or more. The battery must also have a 
5-year warranty and a range of at least 30km for 
mopeds and 50km for motorcycles. 

After an initial discussion about extending this type 
of grant to motorcycles was made by the Coalition 
Government in March 2015, last week's  
announcement comes as part of a £35million boost 
for ultra low emission vehicles. 

Lucky for these electric-going motorcyclists, the 
scheme also includes £10million to increase the 
number of charge points outside workplaces and 
homes where there is limited or no off-street park-
ing. 

Although a date has yet to be announced, custom-
ers wanting to buy an electric motorcycle will be 
able to find out which ones are eligible once manu-
facturers have applied for the grant and been  
accepted.  Visit the OLEV website for further de-
tails on vehicle eligibility. 

 

Diary for November 2016 

Sunday 6th November  
7.00am - 12.00noon 
Today is Goodwood Breakfast Club with this 
month’s theme being Hot Hatch Sunday.  It’s a 
good reason for a wander on a Sunday morning 
and if you take the bike you get preferential park-
ing on the track side. 
  

Sunday 13th November 
10.00am - 12.00noon 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post  
Village Hall (DPVH).  The committee meet at  
9.00am for an hour and then after that everyone is 
welcome for tea, coffee, biscuits and a natter. 

  

19th - 27th November 
IAM RoadSmart returns to  
Motorcycle Live at the NEC 

 
IAM RoadSmart is returning to Motorcycle Live 
after a five year break. We are keen to put our-
selves back into the minds of people attending as 
being the number one provider of post-test motor-
cycle training; delivered across the UK by our  
volunteer groups.  

 
The show is on from 19-
27 November and IAM 
RoadSmart is in Hall 2 
stand 2C44. Come 
along and say hello. If 
you are talking to pro-
spective new members, 
please remind them 
that we are there and 

to look out for the show offers - or if they need to 
persuade someone else into buying an early Christ-
mas present. 
 
For more information on opening time and  
entrance fees go to www.motorcyclelive.co.uk  

 

 

National Observer Kevin Orman  
was given some tyres to try out. 
This is his most recent report. 
 
It's 6am,  it's dark, wet and I have a two hour ride 
 to Thruxton for an IAM Skills day. Along with Max 
Webber and hopefully Dave Lindfield soon,  I'm one 
of the instructors at this fantastic event, if you've 
never attended before then please do as they are 
an excellent and safe way to improve your riding. 
 
The temperate display on the Multistrada is show-
ing a chilly 8' this slowly rises to 15' as I make my 
way to Thruxton,  I never have enjoyed these tyres 
in the wet,  despite being marketed as sports tour-
ing tyres for all conditions,  they are definitely more 
sporty than touring, this is great for warm sunny 
days, less so on wet chilly mornings. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plug-in-motorcycle-grant-eligibility/plug-in-motorcycle-grant-eligibility


The centre of the tyre and sidewalls have worn  
consistently,  there is no real squaring off that you 
normally get with most tyres,  especially sporty 
ones, to me this shows how well constructed these 
tyres are. Unfortunately the design of tread 
pattern is again more sport than touring, having 
none of those "sipes"  that are becoming more 
common on other brands. Avon have even de-
signed a version with internal teeth for their latest 
sports tyre, the idea behind it is that these teeth 
rub together and get heat into the tyre much 
quicker, this might sound like a gimmick,  but  
apparently it works! 

After the usual instructors briefing we head out 
onto a wet track for a few,  familiarisation laps. 
There are cone chicanes on the fastest parts of the 
circuit and for this year they have been designed to 
be more severe,  this  forces riders to slow down 
and negotiate them with greater care by using a 
more progressive braking technique. I put in a  
couple of laps and start getting some heat into the 
tyres, I then put in a few quick laps to gauge the 
braking forces required for the chicanes, which is 
completed without any dramas. On returning to 
the "parc ferme" and giving the bike a once over I 
notice that the sidewalls of both front and rear 
tyres have already started to bobble up, which is a 
good sign that these tyres heat up fast.  
 
Thruxton is also a very grippy circuit,  the track 
manager has informed us that the surface  
maintains a grip level of 95% in wet conditions  
and that they need a high friction surface as its 
now the fastest motor racing circuit in the UK. 

So the day progresses and the temperature slowly 
rises to a balmy 25' with the track drying out. The 

sessions post lunch are always the best as most  
riders are starting to feel comfortable with the 
track and hopefully their confidence and ability  
levels have started to improve, it's also when the 
"free riding"  starts. My particular group consists  
of 3 full members Andy,  Ann, Steve and Dave a  
trainee instructor from Thames Vale, Dave has 
plenty of track and Nurburgring experience as  
evidenced by his worn knee sliders. I pair Dave  
with Andy from SAM, Andy has steadily improved 
throughout the day and is by now the quicker and 
more consistent out of the 3, Ann and Steve the 
other members have also improved greatly, both 
riding within their comfort zones and making 
steady progress among the other riders. 

For the last session I manage to put in a few hot 
laps following and eventually passing a number of 
riders on litre sports bikes,  the Multistrada is no 
slouch and launching out of corners is where this 
bike really excels, it is definitely not a track bike as 
the foot pegs touch down far too easily,  but I do 
love that feeling where the bike hooks up and just 
gets going without much drama thanks to Mr 
Bosch and his clever electronics,  but also these 
tyres my just be the best tyres I've used so far on a 
track. 

Conclusion..... 
An excellent summer sporty touring tires, tons of 
grip in the dry,  with a nice profile, mid corner sta-
bility is faultless, they go where you point them. 
They are also good for 3500 miles. Wet weather 
ability is average, Road Pilot 4s offer better  
performance.   Kev Orman  (aka XXXL Banzai Dave) 

 
And Finally 

Carrying on with this months’ theme of balance, 

this month I bring you two cracking videos.  The 

skill level in both of these is amazing, so just sit 

back and enjoy. 

The first one is here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLiw_lnj-bg 

And the second one is here  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_7k3fnxPq0 

But make sure you watch it all the way to the end! 

http://dramas.and

