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Anyone prefer a good SLAP?  A good SLAP 

experience is much better than a bad one. 

What I’m talking about is how we decide 

what we can do, can’t do, or in some cases 

shouldn’t do on the road.   For this  

explanation I’m going to use straight lining a  

roundabout as a working example. 

SLAP is an acronym that can be used to help 

us make a decision as to whether we should 

or should not take a particular route or  

action.   

The ‘S’ stands for is it Safe and is the over-

riding consideration.  If we look at straight 

lining a roundabout, for a motorcycle it is 

indeed safe as it allows us to keep the  

machine more upright and therefore more 

stable.   

This L = Legal.  Simply, is it legal and would I 

break any law carrying out my intended  

manoeuvre.  As far as this is concerned we 

must make sure that we don’t cross any  

solid white lines, which includes riding 

across mini roundabouts. (Kev take note) 

A stands for Advantageous.  For the reasons 

above is certainly is advantageous and is 

even more beneficial in damp conditions, as 

wet roundabouts can be a bit of a magnet 

for diesel and other slippery substances. 

P is for Perception.  How would your actions 

be perceived by other road users?  Could 

your actions possibly confuse or inconven-

ience any other road users and could your 

intended course of actions throw a bad light 

on you, and/or motorcyclists as a whole? 

So in essence, if it’s Safe, Legal, Advanta-

geous and won’t confuse, inconvenience or 

annoy any other road user, then I can’t see 

any reason why you could not do it.  It’s 

quite a simple set of rules, that will  

hopefully allow you to make progress whilst 

keeping you out of trouble. 
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Kawasaki  

developing  

Artificial  

Intelligence for motorcycles 

Kawasaki has announced it is developing a  
system called the ‘Kanjo Engine’ that is an 
Artificial Intelligence system that will  
understand and react to human actions and 
speech. 

Translated to Emotion Engine, the system 
will learn the motorcycle rider’s amount of 
riding experience, skill level and riding style 
and tailor the bike’s characteristics and per-
formance to better suit the rider. 

Additionally, the system through Coopera-
tive-Intelligent Transportation Systems (C-
ITS) will be able to ‘talk back’ offering safer 
routes to ride or more enjoyable riding 
route. Kawasaki’s release on the new tech-
nology states that from the words the rider 
is speaking, AI (Artificial Intelligence) will 
perceive the will and feelings and the mo-
torcycle will continue to develop itself to 
reflect the personality of the rider. 

While there is little more detail revealed, it 
is expected that suspension, braking, and 
power characteristics will be altered elec-
tronically and automatically by this system 
through an ‘understanding’ of the rider’s 
actions allowing it to fine tune itself to the 
rider’s style. 

The work is being undertaken by cocoro SB 
Corp (cocoro SB), a company of Japanese 
telecommunications company SoftBank 
Group, who in July announced plans to col-
laborate with Honda in developing an artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) technology for mobility 
products. 

National Observer Kevin  
Orman  was given some tyres 
to try out. This is his most  
recent report  

A couple of months ago I returned from 
the Vosges region of France and added an-
other 1900 miles to the Metzelers. If you 
have never been to this particular region of 
France then you're missing out on probably 
one the best kept biking secrets!!  

 
Day one starts off 
dry, but by 
lunchtime I've 
been hit by a 
forecasted  
torrent of rain, 
stopping at a 
roadside service 
area I don the 

waterproofs and plough on through the 
rain for the next 30 minutes. The Metzelers 
seemed to cope well enough on the auto-
route, and never complained when hitting 
standing water,  this maybe the fact that 
the weight of the bike, rider and luggage is 
over 300kg. 
 
We stop off in Cambrai grabbing a bite to 
eat and getting out of the damp water-
proofs as the weather is improving..... a 
little. Leaving Cambrai we pick up the rural 
roads and make our way to Rheims via La-
on,  the route is a mix of fast A and B roads 
(N & D Roads in France) and the pace is 
brisk as the weather is improving. The Met-
zelers are flawless on these well surfaced 
roads, I just like the way they do their job, 
I  really don't enjoy wasting concentration 
on whether my tyres will make it round the 
next corner.  
 

Metzeler Sportec M7RR  



We stop off for the evening in Rheims and 
then head off early in the morning for Col-
mar, which is our base for the next few 
days. Collar is a pretty little town at the 
edge of the Vosges mountain range with 
its 25 ski resorts, 175km of pistes and 125 
lifts.. Whilst in Colmar we have a mix of 
weather,  riding in freezing fog, rain and 
scorching heat over the next few days.  
 
These tyres are not perfect,  their wet 
weather performance through the twisties 
is not on a par with the RP4's,  I noticed a 
6ft high fountain being ejected from Andy 
Ruban's RP4's on the Autoroute,  they also 
left a healthy dry line which is something 
these tyres can't do, they also don't like 
over banding in the wet, but then what 
tyre does?   

Where these 
tyres are a good 
is on dry  
surfaces, even 
dusty ones,  they 
just do what 
they are  
designed to do 
and are possibly 
better in the dry 

than the RP4's, they hook up a treat pow-
ering out of hairpin bends, flicking left and 
right with ease, they are well suited to 
those roads where you are accelerating 
and matching the limit point. One evening 
we took the scenic route back and with 
virtually no traffic over the mountain 
roads I had some of the best riding I've ev-
er had,  riding behind WSAM National Ob-
server Gary Munday (XR1000) we were 
making quick, but safe progress and again 
I could focus on what mattered.  
 

I've covered almost 3k miles so far and 
there's probably another 1k of life left in 
these tyres, I'm observing in September at 
Thruxton so it will be good to see how 
they cope on track, I just hope it stay dry! 
After Thruxton they will be changed 
out,  but do I go back to the Michelin's, 
stick with the Metzelers or try another 
tyre? 

A big thank you to EFBTB Phil Hall for  
organising this trip ;) 
 
Kev Orman  (aka XXXL Banzai Dave) 
 

Diary for October 2016 
 

Sunday 2nd October  

7.00am - 12.00noon 
Today is Goodwood Breakfast Club with this 

month’s theme being Italian Sunday, both cars 

and motorbikes.  It’s a good reason for a wander 

on a Sunday morning and if you take the bike you 

get preferential parking on the track side. 
 

Sunday 9th October 

10.00am - 12.00noon 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post  

Village Hall (DPVH).  The committee meet at 

9.00am for an hour and then after that everyone 

is welcome for tea, coffee, biscuits and a natter. 
 

Sunday 15th-16th October 

The 23rd Carole Nash Motorcycle 

Mechanics Show 
Held over 2 days at the Staffordshire County 

Showground.  For details see the website  

http://www.classicbikeshows.com/event/carole-

nash-classic-motorcycle-mechanics-show/  
 

Michelin Road Pilot 4 



27th - 30th October 

The International Dirt Bike Show 
Held at the Agricultural and Exhibition Centre, 

Stoneleigh.   For full details see webisite 

http://www.dirtbikeshow.co.uk/ 

 

1st - 31st October 

The Shuttleworth Collection, , near 

Bigglewade, Bedfordshire 
For the whole of October, Bikers get a full cooked 

breakfast for £6.00 during October.  See website 

for details.  

http://www.shuttleworth.org/bikers-special/ 

 

19th - 27th November 

IAM RoadSmart returns to  

Motorcycle Live at the NEC 
 

 
IAM RoadSmart is returning to Motorcycle Live 
after a five year break. We are keen to put our-
selves back into the minds of people attending as 
being the number one provider of post-test mo-
torcycle training; delivered across the UK by our 
volunteer groups.  
 

The show is on from 19-27 November and IAM 
RoadSmart is in Hall 2 stand 2C44. Come along 
and say hello. If you are talking to prospective 
new members, please remind them that we are 
there and to look out for the show offers - or if 
they need to persuade someone else into buying 
an early Christmas present. 

 

And finally……  

For some reason this was one of the most  

popular sections of the previous Newsletter, so 

due to extreme pressure it’s back.  If you have 

any suitable videos that you feel could be shown 

here (no serious crashes etc, etc) please feel free 

to forward them on for inclusion. 

 

This month’s video is one of Top Fuel drag racing.  

Not bikes, not cars, not even lorries, but boats… 

yes boats.  What a spectacle and worth seeing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=rVbJWgqsZt8 

 

 


