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In life, we all make mistakes.  No matter 
how good we are or how hard we try, we 
always make mistakes.  Sometimes they’re 
little, sometimes they’re not so little, but 
we all make mistakes.  And it’s the same 
when we’re riding a bike.  The perfect ride, 
still hasn’t been ridden, and although as  
advanced riders we should hopefully make 
fewer, the main thing about making mis-
takes is ensuring that we learn from them. 

 

The first hurdle is realising we are actually 
making a mistake, or put another way, 
could do things a bit better.  For example, 
take using indicators.  The Highway Code 
says that we should use our indicators to 
inform other road users of our intentions, 
but I bet loads of us use them automatical-
ly, going through the motions even when 
there isn’t another road user to benefit.  So, 
in this case yes it’s not a mistake but we 
could do things better.  If we follow the  
system, IPSGA, we should consider all the 
elements of the system and only carry them 
out if necessary, and that is the same with 
using our indicators. 

 

However, if we take mini-roundabouts we 
must make sure we don’t ride over or  
straddle any of the white paint, as that is 
definitely both a mistake and illegal. 

I’m going to highlight a few more below 
and I would like you all to honestly think  
whether you might do some of these and 
whether you could do better…… 

 

Not straight-lining a roundabout when it 
is clear to do so and would not  
inconvenience or confuse any other road 
user. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carrying out unnecessary shoulder 
checks.  Next time you’re at Whiteways, 
just watch some riders do a shoulder check 
when leaving their parking space even 
when their back wheel is against the kerb. 



competition.  The XM on these tyres stands 
for eXtra Mileage, I prefer Extra Meaty as 
they have some of the deepest tread groves 
I've ever seen on a sports touring tyre. 
 
They were purchased for a trip to Clermont-
Ferrand and the Central Massif in France, 
this is where Volvic mineral water originates 
from. The trip organiser Max Webber, had 
planned a route of challenging mountain 
hairpins, fast sweeping N roads and even a 
little autoroute. Before leaving I did wonder 
if these tyres were going to be up to it, as 
shortly after fitting I experienced a rear 
wheel slide whilst sprightly accelerating out 
of a right hand corner, I had covered 60 
miles and the tyres looked suitably scrubbed 
in.  
 
The Multistrada has 8 levels of Ducati  
Traction Control (DTC) in SPORT mode (my  
normal riding mode unless raining) and the  
system uses two stages, the first is a 'soft' 
stage with the adjustment of the ignition 
timing and varying fuel cuts, if the system 
detects that the first 'soft' stage is  
inadequate to control the wheel spin then 
stage two activates and instructs the ECU to 
initiate a pattern of constantly increasing 
ignition/fuel cuts until if necessary a full  
ignition/fuel cut, and all this data is being 
sampled every 10ms, if the DTC activates 
then the round led immobiliser/gear shift up 
light turns red and blinks away.  
 

On the default setting I've 
seen the DTC light blink 
away, but never felt the  
system actually kick in, by 
default the systems is over 
sensitive and will even  

activate on a pot holed road, So I adjusted 
the setting to 'level 3' which is a 'normal' for 
sports riding.  

 Braking after you have changed gear.  The 
system quite clearly states once you have 
achieved your desired speed, then choose 
the most appropriate/flexible gear. 

 

Riding in the following position closer than 
2 seconds when there is no chance of an  
overtake. 

When coming out of a right hand bend, 
leaving the nearside position in anticipation 
of getting the view and seeing a clear road, 
rather than waiting for the view and then 
deciding. 

 

On a dual carriageway, indicating, shoulder 
check and moving out all at the same time.  
You should let your indicator flash twice  
before the shoulder check and then if all is 
clear, pull out. 
 

New Tyre Review  Part 2 

Kevin Orman, our own in-house  
investigatory journalist, takes a look at 
some more new tyres, this time the Avon 
Storm 3d XM’s  

 

I recently  
purchased a pair 
of Avon's Storm 
3d XM for the  
Multistrada, I've 
used many tyres 
from Avon over 
the years and 
have found them 

to be as good, if not better than the  



Heads up Display 
Originally the latest innovation in jet fighter 
pilot aids, which then cascaded down to car 
drivers, is now available for bikers.  For a 
mere £615.00 (cough, cough) you too can 
have a heads up display, or in this case eyes 
down display to see how fast you are going 
and also give you directions on where you 
want to go.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want to learn more about the NUVIZ 
including it’s onboard HD camera and 8 
hour battery life, have a look at their web-
site here.  If anyone does buy one, please do 
a write-up for the newsletter, I’m sure the 
other members would be intrigued to find 
out what it’s like in real life. 
 

Road design 'must change  
approach to motorbikes' 
A leading transport practice is calling for 
more attention to be paid to motorcyclists 
when roads are designed and planned. 

Local Transport Projects recently authored 
Transport for London's (TfL) Urban  
Motorcycle Design Handbook, which aims to 
help highway practitioners address the most 
pressing highway issues affecting  
motorcyclists in London. 

 

While TfL are using the handbook for  
existing and future projects, LTP say the 
handbook can also be used nationwide. 

 

LTP director Andy Mayo said: "This is  
something that really needs to change. To 

The reason I mention traction control is that 
in the owners hand book it says...... 
"Is it OK to change from the original  
equipment tyres" 
A:"No! The DTC system operates in a range 
dictated by the diameter, profile and rolling 
circumference of the original equipment 
tyres, changing the tyre could seriously 
effect the performance of DTC and so must 
be avoided and discouraged"  
 
So it's safer to stick to the original Pirelli 
Scorpions Trails?  Adding a few more miles 
and scrubbing them in thoroughly in France 
has proved that these tyres are as good as 
any other top brands, hairpins were taken 
with ease and on fast sweepers the tyres 
felt rock solid, the turn is neither slow or 
sporty, they just turn in nicely, drive out of 
corners is good and I've had no more slides, 
even on the 'gravillons'.  
 

 
Unfortunately or thankfully we didn't have 
any rain, so I can't compare them to my  
favourite tyre the Michelin RP4 (£240) 
 
Looking at them after 2000 miles the groves 
seem just as deep, it will be interesting to 
see just how many miles I can squeeze out 
of them...! 
 
Cost £210 + £50 fitting 

https://uk.ridenuviz.com/


Sources are suggesting that Harley-Davidson 
are lining up a takeover bid for Ducati, 
which is being put up for sale by car manu-
facturer Volkswagen in a deal that could be 
worth up to €1.5 billion (£1.3 billion). 

 

The potential bid comes after a turbulent 
couple of years for the German automaker, 
who in September 2015 admitted to US  
regulators that it had cheated on emissions 
tests across the pond using software  
installed in as many as 11 million diesel  
vehicles sold worldwide. 

 

Reuters UK reported that Harley have 
hired Goldman Sachs to help work on the 
deal and is hoping to launch bids on the  
Italian company in July.  
 

If successful, it could see the two motorcy-
cle giants merge with a finalised deal by the 
end of the year. Although it’s looking  
unlikely that the deal will be done by the 
time EICMA comes around in November. 

 

Last June, Volkswagen stated that they were 
going to review its portfolio of assets and 
brands. However, the sale of Ducati is a 
switch in direction for the German owners, 
after Audi’s boss Rupert Stadler (who are 
owned by the Volkswagen group) confirmed 
to MCN that Ducati wouldn’t be put up for 
sale. 
 

Indian firm Hero MotoCorp – who bought a 
49% stake in the now defunct Eric Buell Rac-
ing - are initially reported to have been in-
terested in bidding for Ducati but have been 
put off by the price, according to sources. 

 

Other potential buyers include a number of 
private equity firms, who are also rumoured 
to be working on a bid. 
 

Ducati had a successful year in 2016,  
reporting revenues of €593 million. 

put this into context, in 2015 there were 
387 cyclists killed or seriously injured on 
London’s roads, for a mode share of 2%, 
compared with 540 motorcyclists and a 1% 
mode share." 

 

Mr Mayo acknowledges that the handbook 
will not eradicate collisions involving motor-
cycles, but says it can reduce the likelihood 
of collisions occurring. The handbook covers 
areas such as factors affecting the road  
surface and grip, visibility, roadside features 
and the design of traffic calming measures. 

 

Lilli Matson, TfL’s head of strategy and  
outcome planning, said: "By working with  
outside organisations to provide training 
and guidance on highway design, we can 
work together to reduce road danger for all  
motorcyclists." 

 

Harley-Davidson to buy  
Ducati? 

http://www.harley-davidson.com/content/h-d/en_GB/home.html
http://www.ducatiuk.com/index.do
http://www.goldmansachs.com/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2016/june/audi-boss-ducati-is-not-for-sale/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2016/june/audi-boss-ducati-is-not-for-sale/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2016/june/audi-boss-ducati-is-not-for-sale/
http://www.heromotocorp.com/en-in/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2017/january/ebr-motorcycles-wind-down-production/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2017/january/ebr-motorcycles-wind-down-production/


 
Total riding time 2hr30  
Distance 80 miles 

 

Leaves Bury Hill 18:15 
Returns Bury Hill 21:30 

 

All Members welcome. 
 

Sunday 16th July  
Summer Classic Bike Show 
South of England Showground, Ardingly, 
West Sussex, RH17 6TL, Large indoor motor-
cycle show for all classics! With Club Stands 
and hundreds of machines on display. 
Gates Open 10 am and admission is £6 
adults; £5 for 65 and over; kids under 16 
free. 
 

Sunday July 30th 2017   
Bexhill MotoFest 

Britain’s Big Family Friendly Festival of Mo-
torcycles and Music.  De La Warr Pavilion car 
park and throughout Bexhill – SATNAV: TN40 
1DP 
Gates open from 9.00am to 5.00pm with 
free entry.  See website here. 

 

And Finally…... 
 
If you happen to be riding through Paris, the 
last thing you expect to see is this.   
Apparently the owner was knocked off his 
bike, but when he got up, it was no-where 
to be seen.  The mystery is solved here. 
 

And secondly we say always make sure you 
can stop comfortably in the distance you 
can see to be clear on your side of the road, 
and this video shows exactly why.  See it 
here.  If you want to see a similar clip, but 
far more amusing, click here. 

Welcome to WSAM  
A warm welcome to the following new 
members.  
Colin Buchanan — Chichester 
Liam Hoad — Worthing 
Iain White — Upper Beeding 
Karl Horrex — Newhaven 
David Howard — Upper Beeding 
Simon Beeching — West Chiltington 
Leonie Etherington — Steyning 
Danielle Maskell — Burgess Hill 
 

This Months Test Passes 
Congratulations to the following people and 
their Observers for passing their tests. 
Maurice Kifford (Pass) Obs D Sparrow 
Brad Nicholson  (F1RST) Obs H Seller 

 

Diary for July 2017 

 

Sunday 9th July 2017 
WSAM Monthly Meeting 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post 
Village Hall,  RH13 8NJ. 

 

The committee (see here for members and 
AGM minutes) meet at 9.00am, followed by 
an Observer meeting at 9.30am and then 
after 10.00am everyone is welcome for tea, 
coffee, biscuits and a natter. 
 

At 10.30am all new associates who have not 
been allocated an Observer are invited to 
attend to have a preliminary observed ride 
to start their training. 
 

Thursday 16th July 2017 
Evening Group Ride 

Bury Hill to Bury Hill 
A scenic round trip to West Meon in Hamp-
shire. Refreshments at Loomies and fuel 
stop next door at West Meon, before  
returning to Bury Hill. 

http://www.bexhillmotofest.com/index
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncgjCGNdZc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0JPoPXJYeDo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTmRfsob5z8
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/groups/westsussexmotorcyclists/about-us/our-committee

