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come back feeling like a better rider and 
that is because you probably will be!  

Despite what people think, planning a trip 
away isn’t too difficult and trips away on 
motorbikes appear to be organised in 2 
completely different ways.  The first  
method (which I prefer to use) is planning 
the whole trip about 9-12 months in  
advance.  This way you are guaranteed to 
find the hotels you want and be able to get 
the booking for a good price.  If you also use 
an internet based company like   
Booking.com (other online booking firms 
are available) you can continually tweak 
your arrangements and you are normally 
able to change and/or cancel without any 
financial penalty.  Also if you are going to 
Europe, by booking this far in advance you 
can always get the Channel Crossing you 
want and at a good price.  

Go away.  I don’t care where 
you go, just go away!

These might seem like strong words, but if 
you truly want to become a better  
motorcyclist and really enjoy the pleasure 
of motorcycling, then this is what you need 
to do.   

Every year I plan at least one trip to Europe 
and then another somewhere else.  This 
year my ‘somewhere’ else is New Zealand. 
In fact thanks to the wonders of the  
modern world, as you are reading this, I am 
currently in New Zealand finishing off a 2 
week tour, including the road below 
through the Catlins. 

By spending 5, 6, or 7 days in the saddle, 
you really do become one with the bike and 
everything becomes more natural, more 
flowing and takes a lot less effort.  Even 
after just a long weekend to Wales you will 



The other method is just to pack your bag 
up and ride.  Quite a few years ago I decided 
to ride from Lands end to John O’Groats 
without going on any motorways.  I looked 
at the map and worked out roughly where I 
was going, but never knew which town I was 
going to stop in for a break, or where I was 
would be spending the night.   

The other decision you need to make is 
whether you are going on your own or with 
friends. The nice things about going on your 
own is you only have to worry about  
yourself and it’s only down to you where 
you stop and when you stop.  The only 
downside to this is you can keep going when 
you should really stop!  As a good guide I set 
myself to ride for 90mins, and then stop for 
30 mins for your morning break.  After this 
ride for 90 mins and then stop for 60 mins 
for lunch.  After lunch ride for another 
90mins and then stop for your final  
afternoon break before the last 90 mins and 
ending up at your overnight stop at about 
5.00pm  This can be tweaked by +/- 15 mins, 
but it gives you a good safe framework to 
start with.   
 
The other tip I give people is that on mixed 
roads, estimate your average speed to be 

40mph, which means that on a normal day 
you will do roughly 240 miles.  An average 
speed of 40mph may not sound like much, 
but to safely maintain that average speed 
across country you need to be a good  
advanced rider.   If there are a group of you, 
then I would reduce that average speed to 
37½mph which means your daily total goes 
down to 225 miles per day. 
 
So no excuses, get the map out, find some-
where you’ve always wanted to go and book 
it up……. now! 
 
Motorcycle speed dating has arrived  
 
Brilliantly named ‘Single Cylinders’ first 
event took in February.  Motorcycling can be 
a somewhat lonely affair thanks to the little 
seats. How do you get around that?  

Find someone else who likes them too  
although short of hanging around outside 
dealerships (which we don’t recommend), 
there’s not much you can do – until now. 
Some enterprising folks have set up ‘Single 
Cylinders’: a speed dating event with a bik-
ing theme. The first event is at the Rebel’s 
Alliance, London, and they’re inviting appli-
cations on the website, as the first few 
events will be rather small. So if you’re look-
ing for someone to share in the joys of your 
two-stroke scented candles, you know 
where to go www.singlecylinders.com.  

https://www.singlecylinders.com/


Milton Keynes council to  
provide motorcycle training 

 

Milton Keynes Council's Road Safety Team 
will offer motorcycle training days through-
out 2017 after the number of motorcycle 
casualties rose to 41 in the last two years. 

The training days are specifically designed to 
offer post-test training to all ages of motor-
cyclist to make them more confident and 
safer on the road and promote better riding 
techniques. 
 
The one day training course will be  
subsidised by the council, so it will only cost 
£20 for any motorcyclist in the Milton 
Keynes area who has already past their test.  
 
Councillor Liz Gifford told us “I would 
strongly urge anyone who rides a  
motorcycle to take advantage of these  
safety training days, last year two extra days 
were added due to the high demand for this 
training.  “The statistics show that this kind 
of road user has very high casualty numbers 
and this needs to be reduced significantly.” 
 
Rod Hardie, from the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists who are supporting the training, 
said: “We are a group of advanced  
motorcyclists who enjoy motorcycling and 
are keen to pass our experience and 

knowledge gained over the years on to  
other people with many hints and tips in  
order to allow you become a safer and more 
confident rider who is much more aware of 
the dangers and pitfalls there are out there. 
 
“We aim to improve your riding skills to help 
you enjoy your riding and to remain safe.” 
 
For more information contact call 01908 
252806 or e-mail nigel.spencer@milton-
keynes.gov.uk. 
 

Honda are at it again… 

 

Last month we were talking about Honda 
and their self-balancing motorcycle.  This 
month we see that patents reveal Honda's 
supercharger plans 
 
Honda is planning to join Kawasaki in the 
supercharged game according to recent  
patent images. 

The patent images don't give much away, 
and the engine pictured looks narrow 
enough to be a single-cylinder, with the  
supercharger mounted on the left hand 



side. The style of bike used in the images is 
also misleading, and may not be the only 
type of bike Honda use this technology on. 

While the patent images show the super-
charger mounted to the left of the engine, 
MCN contributor Ben Purvis reckons the 
NC750 was designed with supercharging in 
mind, although it would eliminate the stor-
age space in the tank. 

Kawasaki reignited the interest in super-
chargers when they unveiled the H2 and 
H2R in 2014, and they're expected to  
expand their supercharged range with a 
new superbike and retro-styled machines. 

Welcome to WSAM

Only one new member to WSAM this month 
and a warm welcome to him. 

Frank Leys—Southwick 

Test Passes 

Congratulations to the following Associates 
and their Observers for their test passes. 

Mathew Sturman (F1rst) Obs M Meachim 
Nick Shepheard (F1rst) Obs D Sparrow. 

Diary for March 2017

1st to 31st March 2017 

Enjoy a ‘Biker’s Special’ meal for just £6! 
Valid in our restaurant throughout March 
2017 when you visit on two wheels!

Breakfast served until 11.30: Full English 
with tea or coffee

Brunch from 11.30 until 4pm: Bacon, sau-
sage, fried egg, chips and beans

Served from 12 noon: 
- Burger or hand battered fish, chips and
peas
- Main meal of the day (including a roast on
Sunday)

Venue: The Shuttleworth Collection, Old 
Warden Aerodrome, near Biggleswade, 
Bedfordshire, SG18 9EP 
Price: ‘Biker’s Special’ meal for just £6 
tel: 01767 627 927 
Website: www.shuttleworth.org/bikers-
special 

http://www.shuttleworth.org/bikers-special
http://www.shuttleworth.org/bikers-special
user
Sticky Note



Sunday 12th March 
10.00am - 12.00noon 

 

Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post  
Village Hall (DPVH).  The committee meet at 
9.00am for an hour and then after that  
everyone is welcome for tea, coffee, biscuits 
and a natter. 
 
Unless the weather is dreadful, I’ll be setting 
up the Supermarket Challenge in the car 
park again for people to have a go from 
about 11.00am 
 

19th March 2017 

Sunbeam MCC Pioneer Run 

 

London to Brighton run for pre-1915 motor-
cycles. 
 
Venue: Starts: Tattenham Corner, Epsom, 
Surrey from 8am. Finishes: Madeira Drive, 
Brighton, Sussex from 10am. 
Price: Free to visit, entry to the paddock at 
Brighton is by Programme available on the 
day at £3. 
website: www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk 
 
If you fancy going somewhere en-route to 
watch all the old bikes riding through, then 
you can do a lot worse than the High Street 
in Handcross, just off the A23 south of 
Crawley. 
 

Sunday 9th April 2017 at 11.00am 

WSAM  Annual General Meeting 

 

This year’s Annual General Meeting will take 
place at Chandlers BMW on Sunday 9th 
April at 11.00am. The address is Victoria 
Road, Portslade. BN41 1YH.  Please try and 
be there to show your support to the  
Committee. 
 

Improving moped and  
motorcycle training:   

 

Mark Winn, DVSA's Head of Motorcycling 
Policy, looks at some of the most common 
themes that have been discussed around 
the recent consultation. 
  
https://despatch.blog.gov.uk/2017/02/10/
improving-moped-and-motorcycle-training-
one-week-left-to-give-your-views/ 
 

5 Most Common Causes of 
Motorcycle Crashes 

 
Although this was published about a year 
ago, this still makes interesting reading.   
See the article here.   
 
 

And finally 

 
We start this section with a video that I find 
hard to believe, but I do think it’s  
genuine.  What do you think, see it here. 
 
Secondly, from Holland, we have the first 
commercially available flying car.  To see the 
promotional video click here and to read 
more about it click here. 
 
That’s all folks 
 
Max 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sunbeam-mcc.co.uk
https://despatch.blog.gov.uk/2017/02/10/improving-moped-and-motorcycle-training-one-week-left-to-give-your-views/
https://despatch.blog.gov.uk/2017/02/10/improving-moped-and-motorcycle-training-one-week-left-to-give-your-views/
https://despatch.blog.gov.uk/2017/02/10/improving-moped-and-motorcycle-training-one-week-left-to-give-your-views/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/news/show/how-to-avoid-the-5-most-common-motorcycle-accidents
https://youtu.be/fTvpU7ahimw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfMNtCPChxo
https://www.pal-v.com/en/



