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Just don’t do it. 

 
Whether we’re in the car or on the bike, we 
do it without even thinking.  Why?  Because 
we were taught to do it.  We even do it so 
automatically, that 30 seconds later after 
doing it, you won’t even recall if you have 
done it or not.  However, because of the 
years of indoctrination, the chances are you 
did.  What am I talking about?  Using your 
indicators. 

For years and years, like many other people, 
I have been signalling to turn into my road.  
I always do it out of habit, whether it’s  
during the daytime, evening, or in the dead 
of night.  And regardless of whether I’m on 
the bike or in the car I use my  
indicators….. or have been until recently. 
 
The highway code clearly states that we 
should use our indicators to warn and  
inform other road users, including pedestri-
ans of our intended actions, so therefore if 
                                 Continued on page 2…... 

Diary for February 2018 

 

Thursday 1st February 2018  
Meet the Examiners.  This is a great oppor-
tunity for Observers and Associates alike, 
to quiz the Examiners on best practice and 
what they expect to see on the test.  The 
venue is the RAFA Club, Blackbridge Lane, 
Horsham RH12 1RU.  The bar will be open 
from 7.00pm, and the talk will start at 
7.30pm probably finishing about 9.30pm.   
 

Friday 2nd February 2018—6.30pm 

WSAM Nosh Hight @ The Black Horse 
Findon see their website http://
www.theblackhorse-findon.co.uk  We have 
booked the skittle alley exclusively for all 
WSAM members. If you would like to eat as 
well then please contact Kevin Orman who 
will forward you a menu so you can pre-
order.  kevin.orman@btinternet.com  
                                                              
                                Continued on page 2…... 

http://www.theblackhorse-findon.co.uk/
http://www.theblackhorse-findon.co.uk/
imap://wsamnewsletter%40gmail%2Ecom@imap.gmail.com:993/fetch%3EUID%3E/%5BGmail%5D/kevin.orman@btinternet.com


Diary February 2018—Cont’d 

 

Sunday 11th February 2018 

WSAM Monthly Meeting 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post 
Village Hall,  RH13 8NJ.  The committee (see 
here for members and AGM minutes) meet 
at 9.00am for an hour, and then after 
10.00am everyone is welcome for tea, 
coffee, biscuits and a natter. 
 

Thursday 1st March 2018  
Paul Brown from French Training Tours will 
be at Dial Post Village Hall tonight at 7.30pm 
to tell the group about what his company 
has to offer us.  If you’ve ever fancied riding 
across Europe, don’t have the time (or confi-
dence) to organise something and would 
like some riding tution at the same time, 
this could be the perfect solution for you.  
See his website here 
 

WSAM Ride Out Dates 
 
March 11th — Boxhill and RykasCafe 
April 22nd — Newlands Corner 
May 13th — 1066 Cafe nr Hastings 
June 10th — Brooklands Museum 
July 8th — Sammy Millers 
August 12th — Redhill Aerodrome Cafe 
September 9th — Rye Marina and The  
Bosuns Bite 
October 14th — London Tour 
  
  
This Months Test Passes 

 

Congratulations to the following people and 
their Observers for passing their tests. 
Steve Westall (Pass) Obs M Crosby 
Dan Gibson (F1RST) Obs A Piper 

 

 Just don’t do it — Cont’d 

 
there are no other road users or pedestrians 
to inform, we should not be using them. 

 

It’s not unsafe to use them when no-one is 
around, but what it means is that you are 
doing things automatically, slavishly, by rote, 
without considering the actual hazard and/
or it’s requirements at the time.   

 

By having to properly consider whether to 
use your indicators or not, you will not only 
take in more information, but will also pay 
more attention as to whether you need to 
use them.  It’s all part of TUG. 

Another indoctrinated habit I see on a  
regular basis is when faced with a  
roundabout where you are going straight 
ahead, is people following the circular route 
around the outside.  Without doubt the  
safest route for a motorcyclist is to straight 
line the roundabout as best as possible.  Not 
only does this mean that there is less work 
for us to do, but more importantly it keeps 
the bike more upright and therefore more 
stable.  And at this time of year with wet 
slippery roads why would you be  
unnecessarily leaning a bike over when you 
can keep it relatively upright. 
   
So next time you go to indicate to turn into a 
junction or negotiate a roundabout, I would 
like you to momentarily pause and consider 
whether you really do need to do what you 
are doing…... 

http://www.frenchtrainingtour.co.uk/
tel:1066


Stand up to Cancer 
 
Our very own David Linfield is helping to  
organise an event to raise money for Stand 
Up To Cancer.  If you are able to support this 
event, please do. 
 
I guess we all have family or friends or know 
of someone whose lives has been changed 
by Cancer and whilst many of us are aware 
of this dreadful disease, we never truly 
know its effects until it comes knocking on 
our own door. We have therefore organised 
this very special charity event for Stand Up 
To Cancer, taking place on Sat 24th March 
2018 at St. Paul's, Worthing with the aim of 
making a difference by raising money and 
awareness for this very worthy cause. 
This event will see the "one night only" 
reformation of the Soul and Motown Revue 
Band, The Last Word after 10 years (Think 
music from the Commitments film and stage 
show and music of that era)  
 
"The Last Word" a revered 10 Piece 60's Soul 
and Motown Revue band, formed in 
Worthing over 25 years ago (Former 
Worthing Battle of the Bands winners in 
1993 are re-forming after 10 years, to  
deliver a very special ONE NIGHT ONLY 
"Stand Up To Cancer" performance. All  
performers are donating their services and 
any profits from ticket sales will go to Stand 
Up To Cancer (Cancer Research).  
 
Our target is to raise £2K and with every-
body's help and support we hope to smash 
that!!  
 
Tickets are only £10.00 (plus £1.00 booking 
fee)  
 
Event information here: Cancer Charity 
Event Details 

New National Observer 

WSAM are pleased to announce that Rob 
Bright has just passed his National Observer 
Test.  Congratulations to Rob and we look 
forward to his continued support both on 
and off the road. 
 

Stopping Distances. 

 
 

We all know about stopping distances.  For 
all of us that diagram on the back page of 
the Highway Code has at some time or an-
other been burnt on to our retina’s, but alas 
the actual distances have faded from our 
memory.  But there is a lot more to stopping 
distances than those figures.  Without 
doubt overtime braking systems on cars and 
bikes have got better to a point where I 

can’t see them improving much more.   
Unfortunately what hasn’t changed over 
time is the physics behind the force that is 
required to stop a vehicle.  For example let’s 
take two vehicles, with one doing 30mph 
and one doing 40mph and they both start 
braking at the same time.  When the first 
vehicle that was doing 30 mph eventually 
stops, how fast is the second one (that was 
doing 40mph) still going?  Instinct tells us 10 
mph, but that’s not correct.   
 

It’s all about inertia and it can be really diffi-
cult to explain.  Well it was really difficult 
until Will Thomas sent me a video link that 
sets it all out perfectly.  See it here and then 
guess the speed that the 40mph car will still 
be going???  See the video here. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1869733056671743/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1869733056671743/
https://youtu.be/i3D7XYQExt0


Batteries currently use lithium electrodes, 
which are very volatile and can result in fires 
and explosions. This also means they’re sus-
ceptible to corrosion and can’t handle re-
peated charge cycles. 
 
Hoping to hit production soon, researchers 
discovered by adding sulphur and phospho-
rus to the batteries’ electrolyte liquid, a pro-
tective barrier forms that could prevent any 
nasty disasters. 
 
Many makers have been chasing quick 
charging as the solution to the limited range 
of current motorcycles, yet this comes with 
its own set of problems. Quick charging de-
velops considerable heat that requires extra 
cooling kit, which in turn increases the 
bike’s weight. The new battery tech should 
also help avoid this problem. 
 

**Stop Press** 

 

Advance notice that the April meeting and 
group AGM will not be on Sunday 8th April, 
but Sunday 22nd April.  
More details to follow.   

And Finally…… 
For this month we have 3 video offerings.  
The first is thanks to Peter Oakley as he  
prepares to enter for next years race, see 
here.   

 

The second is thanks to Rob Bright and a 
very informative video it is too and explains 
the Gymkhana/Supermoto method of  
turning very well.  See here. 

 

The third video has nothing to do with bikes, 
but was just fascinating to watch.  See here. 

 

That’s all folks.  Max 
 

Electric motorcycle potential 
is on the charge.  New research 

could see 370-mile battery range for elec-
tric motorcycles 
 
New research carried out by the University 
of Waterloo, Canada has found that altering 
the material negative electrodes (one of the 
components that make up batteries) could 
give huge capacity increases. 
 
Basically, electric bikes could now be  
powered three-times more than before.  
The race to find a suitable way to power  
vehicles has upped pace recently after the 
UK Government announced new plans last 
year that will see a ban on the sale of new 
diesel and petrol vehicles in the UK by 2040, 
in a bid to reduce harmful nitrogen dioxide 
emissions. 

With electric vehicles becoming more of a 
focal point for the future, we're sure the 
new findings are very welcome news for 
manufacturers. With triple the energy  
density, Zero motorcycles S model claims to 
have a very optimistic estimated 223 mile 
range – Does that mean we could see this 
reach almost 669? If so, that's phenomenal.  
It will make the machines far more useable 
every day, with the reality of current electric 
bikes often struggling to see more than 100 
miles on the odometer before needing to be 
recharged. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSOSIL6MxWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKRPPjF3BIs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QyeF-_QPSbk
https://uwaterloo.ca/
https://uwaterloo.ca/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2017/july/petrol-electric-motorcycle-government-plan/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/news/2017/july/petrol-electric-motorcycle-government-plan/

