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It’s ok to say ‘No’ 
 
Recent events have taught us that it’s ok to 
speak out and be heard, and the same 
should go for motorcycling.  One of the 
worst airline accidents happened in  
Tenerife on 27th March 1977.  One credible 
theory is that the co-pilot suspected that 
something was wrong, but was so fearful of 
upsetting the Captain, that he said nothing. 
Whatever the actual reason, the end result 
was 583 people died in what is still the 
worst aviation accident in history.  So what 
has this got to do with everyday  
motorcycling?  Lots & lots.  

For every observed ride there are at least 2 
riders and they are both equally entitled to 
have a valid opinion.  For example it’s ok to 
say “No”, I don’t want to ride today.  The 
possible reasons are too numerous to men-
tion, but could range from not feeling well, 
to problems with elderly parents.   
   
                                        Continued on page 2 

Diary for January 2018 

 

Sunday 14th January 2018 

WSAM Monthly Meeting 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post 
Village Hall,  RH13 8NJ.  The committee 
(see here for members and AGM minutes) 
meet at 9.00am for an hour, and then after 
10.00am everyone is welcome for tea, 
coffee, biscuits and a natter. 
 

Thursday 1st February 2018  
Next month we are pleased to announce 
the return of Meet the Examiners.  This is a 
great opportunity for Observers and Asso-
ciates alike, to quiz the Examiners on best 
practice and what they expect to see on 
the test.  The venue is the RAFA Club, 
Blackbridge Lane, Horsham RH12 1RU.  The 
bar will be open from 7.00pm, and the talk 
will start at 7.30pm probably finishing 
about 9.30pm.   



Because of micro climates and untreated 
country roads, ice is an ever present hazard. 
(Even last week the daytime temperature 
was 6c and there was still ice on the road in 
places leftover from a freezing night.)  There 
are also the human factors to consider; for 
example rider fatigue and the adverse 
effects of the cold on both our extremities 
and concentration.  
 
This isn’t an excuse to cancel rides willy-nilly 
as it can be extremely beneficial riding in 
challenging conditions that are far from  
ideal……. and we should never let a bit of 
rain or wind put us off.  But if it really is, or 
could be, a safety issue then both Observer 
and Associate have a duty of care and a  
responsibility for safety.  Let’s not forget 
that living in different parts of the county 
might give a better insight into the weather 
and conditions. 
 
Not wishing to sound sexist and just blame 
the blokes, but in the past there may have 
been too much testosterone and pride flying 
round to call off a ride when necessary, but 
hopefully now that won’t happen.  
 

Welcome to WSAM  
 

A warm welcome to the following new 
member this month.  
Chris Broadhead — Hove 
Aubyn Rose — Barnham 
 

This Months Test Passes 

 

Congratulations to the following people and 
their Observers for passing their tests. 

Wayne Blake (Pass) Obs P Oakley 
Colin Manders (Pass) Obs P Oakley 

 
 

 Then there is “No” I don’t want to ride that 
route, or “No” I’m not happy with the condi-
tions.   But this rarely happens.   
 
The same can be said for the actual ride  
itself.  If the associate doesn’t feel happy to 
carry on but wishes to stop (for whatever 
reason), he/she should feel entitled and em-
powered to do so.  For example they might 
be having an off day, (we’ve all been there) 
have a dirty/misty visor or need the toilet 
(we all know how distracting that can be).   
They should never be in fear of the stopping 
and what the Observer might say or think. 

 
With the weather we are currently  
experiencing, daytime riding can be  
extremely hazardous if the previous night-
time temperatures drop to 3c or below and 
then the subsequent daytime temperatures 
don’t get above 5c.   
 



 
If you think you will be able to help, please 
contact the WSAM Chair, Helen at  
helen.seller@farming.co.uk  

 

Riding Tips 

 

On the subject of Winter Riding, Bennetts, 
the insurance company, have come up with 
some very informative fact sheets.  If you’ve 
got 15 minutes, they are well worth reading. 
Winter Riding Tips 
Winter Storage Tips 
How fast should I ride at night (That speedo 
in the first photo must be in kmh! Ed.) 
Filtering 
Top Tips for New Riders 
Cleaning your bike 
 

And Finally…... 

 
This first video is an excellent demonstration 
of motorcycle control and skill, but also with 
a little insight that things don’t always go 
right the first time, as other videos might 
like us to believe.  See it here. 

 

And for the second video, this must be one 
craziest indoor, high octane sports.  Nothing 
to do with motorbikes, but cracking to 
watch.  See it here.   

 

And for something completely bonkers and 
a little bit scary, this is a little insight into 
what the future might hold.  Click here.  
Want to see more, click here. 

 

That’s all folks.   

 

Max 
 
 

Thruxton Skills Days 2018 
 

Dear member.  Please see below the dates 
for this year’s Skills Days.  Please do not try 
and book any of these as they not currently 
available, but it gives you an opportunity to 
check your diary for when they do go on 
sale later on this year. 

 

1st May – Cars; 2nd May – Bikes 
11th  June – Bikes  
16th July – Bikes;  25th July – Bikes    
22nd August– Bikes    
10th Sept – Cars; 11th Sept – Bikes 

For 2018 car half days will be priced at £135 
and bikes full days at £149, with the new  
facilities being built at Thruxton prices have 
had to rise slightly. 
 

Nosh Night Friday 2nd Feb 

 

Kevin has been busy organising the next 
WSAM Nosh Night, which will be taking 
place at the Black Horse in Findon Village 
from 6.30pm.  In addition he has also 
booked the Skittle Alley exclusively for 
WSAM .  If you would like to eat there as 
well, please contact Kevin who will forward 
you a menu.  Kevin.orman@btinternet.com 

 

Help with WSAM Website 
 

The Committee are looking to see if there 
are any members who would be willing and 
able to assist with keeping our website up 
to date and engaging.   

mailto:helen.seller@farming.co.uk
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/motorbike-insurance/biking-tips/winter-motorcycling?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/motorbike-insurance/biking-tips/winter-motorcycling-storage?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/advice/biking-tips/riding_at_night_tips_advice?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/advice/biking-tips/how_to_filter_on_a_motorbike?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/advice/new-riders-and-training/top-tips-for-new-riders-by-current-riders?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/advice/bike-maintenance/workshop-wisdom-episode-6-give-you-bike-a-thorough-clean?cid=DM7072&bid=10373550
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQX2tol_Ny4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkRfpllrEVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRj34o4hN4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M91ISnATDQY
mailto:Kevin.orman@btinternet.com

