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Preparation. 

What do laying turf, wallpapering, giving a 
wedding speech and advanced riding all 
have in common?  Answer = Preparation, or 
more accurately the more you prepare the 
better the end result.  To illustrate this I 
would like you to come on a journey with 
me from the Arundel-Ford roundabout on 
the A27, up to the Whiteways Roundabout 
at Bury Hill, the A284. 

Heading north up this road we are faced a 
lovely sequence of right hand bends and 
getting this stretch right is not difficult as 
long as you prepare yourself accordingly.  
The first things you must do is see the bend 
far, far away.  Easy huh?  Not if your eye-
sight isn’t 100% and you aren’t wearing 
glasses.  The legal minimum is frankly pitiful 
and seeing the road disappear into a fuzzy 
blur at 100m ahead not only isn’t safe but 
seriously impacts on your ability to plan.    

 
                                 Continued on page 2…... 
 

Diary for March 2018 

 

Sunday 11th March 2018 

WSAM Monthly Meeting 
Today is our monthly gathering at Dial Post 
Village Hall,  RH13 8NJ.  The committee 
meet at 9.00am for an hour, and then after 
10.00am everyone is welcome for tea, 
coffee, biscuits and a natter.  Following  
today’s meeting there will be a ride out to 
Boxhill & Rykas. (see details on Page 2) 
 

Thursday 5th April 2018  
This was postponed from Thurs 1st March.  
Paul Brown from French Training Tours will 
be at Dial Post Village Hall tonight at 
7.30pm to tell the group about what his 
company has to offer us.  If you’ve ever 
fancied riding across Europe, don’t have 
the time (or confidence) to organise some-
thing and would like some riding tution at 
the same time, this could be the perfect 
solution for you.  See his website here 

http://www.frenchtrainingtour.co.uk/


WSAM Ride Out Dates 
 

March 11th — Boxhill and Rykas Cafe 
Following the montly meeting at Dial Post 
Village Hall, Kevin will be leading a ride up 
to Boxhill to visit Rykas Café.  The ride will 
leave at 11.00am sharp, so make sure you 
are there by 10.45am to hear the briefing. 

 

April 22nd — Newlands Corner 
May 13th — 1066 Cafe nr Hastings 
June 10th — Brooklands Museum 
July 8th — Sammy Millers 
August 12th — Redhill Aerodrome Cafe 
September 9th — Rye Marina and The  
Bosuns Bite 
October 14th — London Tour 
  

This Months Test Passes 

 

Congratulations to the following people and 
their Observers for passing their tests. 
Liam Hoad (Pass) Obs M Russell 
Tony Kneale (Pass) Obs H Seller 

 

In addition to the above there were a couple 
more Test Passes within the group, but this 
was for the Masters Test.   
Peter Oakley - Distinction 
Oliver Tappin - Distinction 

 

In case you are unaware the Masters is  
recognised as the highest civilian riding 
qualification and compares your riding to 
that of a Class 1 Police Rider.  To learn more 
about the Masters Program visit the IAM 
website here.  

 

Finally a very well done to John Moore for 
passing his National Observer Test. 
 

Pilots and Flying 

Thanks to David Lindfield for these words of 
wisdom on the following page.  It just goes 
to show that there is a lot more in common  
than we think between flying and riding. 

 Once you’ve seen the bend and which way it 
goes you now need to prepare for the bend 
and as per the system. Firstly you should get 
into position, which needs to be towards the 
nearside.  How close to the nearside de-
pends on both your ability and the condi-
tions, but you need to get over nice and  
early.  If the broken white line on your side 
goes to a solid white line, as a general rule 
you should be over to the nearside in  
position by the time the line on your side 
goes solid. 

From here, you need to identify the limit 
point, and adjust your speed to match the 
point.  Then when you’re down to speed, 
choose the correct, most appropriate 
gear…… and remember you still haven’t 
started to turn in yet.  Once you’ve changed 
gear you should let the bike settle, maybe 
for 1 second then you are ready for the  
corner.  And now press Pause.  You are in 
the right position, at the right speed and in 
the right gear, hopefully relaxed and with a 
big grin on your face.  All your preparation 
has got you this far and now is the easy bit, 
the corner.  As soon as we press the Play 
button again, you lean into the corner,  
initiate the turn and then apply the  
accelerator, the final element of the System.   
You and then turn into the corner.   
 
Remember, Proper Planning & Preparation 
Prevents P** Poor Performance. 

tel:1066
https://www.iamroadsmart.com/campaign-pages/end-customer-campaigns/masters




Snow Riding by Peter Smith 

Brrrrr it’s cold! For most of us the idea of 
snow and ice is plenty reason to leave the 
bike secured in the garage and resort to four 
wheels, but some folks have no choice.   

 

Of course you can ride in the snow. Whether 
you should is another question entirely. If 
you’re taking out an associate, or planning 
to lead a group ride, weather is a major  
consideration. Not only to your own safety 
but that of the people you are mentoring or 
leading. 

 

Off-road bikers are the most gung-ho about 
riding on snow. There are plenty of videos 
on YouTube that tell you how to do it, but 
the danger of winter weather doesn’t come 
from snow as much as ice and cold. 

 

Even when the sun is out and temperatures 
have struggled into a low positive, hidden 
dangers such as black ice are a real killer. 
You’ll get no notice when you hit it, just that 
sickening feeling as it all goes South. 

 

If you do have no other option then you 
need to go into hyper-observation mode. 
On top of all the normal hazards, you need 
to keep a weather eye on the surface, and 
SLOW DOWN.  
 

You also need to allow much greater  
distances to pull up and deal with people 
doing silly things. Almost 100% of the slow 
ups in traffic are caused by cars and lorries 
losing traction, and they have twice as many 
wheels as you do! So give them a very wide 
berth. 

 

Chill factor 

Last week I had to visit Tunbridge Wells. The 
weather forecast was 3c — 5c degrees, the 

WSAM AGM 

 

This year’s group AGM will be taking place 
on Sunday 22nd April at Dial Post Village 
Hall starting at 10.00am.  This means that 
there won’t be the normal monthly meeting 
on the 2nd Sunday of the month, the 8th 
April.   

Due to the legal requirements we have to 
give notice of the AGM to all members and 
the calling notices are duly attached.  Please 
read them and if you would like to offer 
some help either on the committee or in 
any other capacity, please let us know. 

 

Road Crash Data 

 

My thanks to Piet Reynolds (another pilot 
amongst us) for this link to the UK Road 
Crash Index.  This lists all the counties in the 
UK and rates them on how well they have 
done in reducing accidents on their roads.  
West Sussex do not appear to be doing very 
well as you have to scroll down to 66 to find 
it.  Sobering reading, see it here. 

 

Cancelled Rides 

None of us like doing it, but occasionally as 
Observers, we will need to consider  
cancelling an observed ride.   
 
With weather like we are experiencing at 
the moment, safety is our primary concern, 
both in terms of road conditions, but also 
the effects of the cold on us as riders. Even 
last weekend I was out riding and although 
the temperature was +6c we still found 
some ice patches on untreated roads.   
 
Hopefully now that we are into March  
normal service will be resumed very shortly. 

 

http://www.roadcrashindex.org/results


If you’re not sure what you’ll be doing, have 
a look at this video here, and if you’re not a 
member of the WSAM Members Facebook 
page get yourself signed up here 
 

And Finally…… 
For this month we have 2 video offerings.  I 
don’t normally share the first type of video 
as I’m not a fan of ‘crash’ videos.  But this 
video is different showing how many close 
shaves and lucky people there are.  See it 
here. 

 

For the second video, I know some of you 
have seen it before, but even though it’s in 
French it still makes me chuckle and is  
extremely relevant to the current weather.  
See it here. 
 

That’s all folks.   

 

Max 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roads were dry, the sun was out. So out 
came the bike! 

 

Riding at 50 mph the wind chill is 8 degrees 
lower than the ambient temperature.  So if 
the air temperature is 5c, you will be  
experiencing temperatures of –3c.  This 
drop means you’re effectively sitting in the 
equivalent of an ice bath.  Without the  
correct clothing, after just 10 minutes you’ll 
be shivering uncontrollably and any concen-
tration you have will be lost.   

However, this ride gave me the chance to 
check out my latest toy – a Gerbing heated 
jacket! WSAM’s Chair, Helen Seller, has the 
full heated kit  and swears by it. 

 

Certainly, with heated grips and seat on the 
RT, plus a decent fairing, the heating meant 
I was comfortable focused, and able to  
enjoy a great ride. 

 

Hypothermia is called the hidden killer,  
because your body literally shuts down. We 
know how critical it is to be a thinking rider, 
you can’t do that if your brain isn’t working. 

 

Moto Gymkhana 

 

Recently John Moore posted on the WSAM 
Members Facebook Page a Moto Gymkhana  
training day.  See the link here. 

It really is for everyone of all levels, so if you 
are free book yourself a place and get along.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UP-Uob1mYOI
https://www.facebook.com/groups/106193033166529/?ref=br_rs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_PEMKlZoIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OX_weIUwd_o
http://motogymkhana-essex.co.uk/

